When the Tao is present in the
universe,

The horses haul manure.

When the Tao is absent from the
universe,

War horses are bred outside the city.

There is no greater sin than desire,

No greater curse than discontent,

No greater misfortune than wanting
something for oneself.

Therefore he who knows that enough is
enough will always have enough.

Without going outside, you may know
the whole world.

Without looking through the window,
you may see the ways of heaven.

The farther you go, the less you know.

Thus the sage knows without traveling;

He sees without looking;
He works without doing.

A~ Gia-Fu Feng

When a country is in harmony with the
Tao,

the factories make trucks and tractors.
When a country goes counter to the
Tao,

warheads are stockpiled outside the
cities.

There is no greater illusion than fear,
no greater wrong than preparing to
defend yourself,

no greater misfortune than having an
enemy.

Whoever can see through all fear
will always be safe.

Without opening your door,

you can open your heart to the world.
Without looking out your window,
you can see the essence of the Tao.

The more you know,
the less you understand.

The Master arrives without leaving,
sees the light without looking,
achieves without doing a thing.

~ Stephen Mitchell

With Tao under heaven Stray horses
fertilize the fields. Without Tao under
heaven Warhorses are bred at the
frontier.

There is no greater calamity Than not
knowing what is enough. There is no
greater fault Than desire for success.
Therefore, Knowing that enough is
enough Is always Enough.

Without going out the door, Know the
world. Without peeping through the
window, See heaven's Tao. The further
you travel, The less you know.

This is why the Sage Knows without
budging, Identifies without looking,
Does without trying.

~ Stephen Addiss & Stanley Lombardo

When the world has the Tao

Fast horses are retired to fertilize the
grounds

When the world lacks the Tao
Warhorses must give birth on the
battlefield

There is no crime greater than greed
No disaster greater than
discontentment

No fault greater than avarice

Thus the satisfaction of contentment
Is the lasting satisfaction

Without going out the door, know the
world

Without peering out the window, see
the Heavenly Tao

The further one goes

The less one knows

Therefore the sage

Knows without going

Names without seeing

Achieves without striving

A Derek Lin

When the world follows the Tao,
horses run free to fertilize the fields.
When the world does not follow the
Tao,

war horses are bred outside the cities.

There is no greater transgression

than condoning people’s selfish desires,
no greater disaster than being
discontent,

and no greater retribution than for
greed.

Whoever knows contentment will be at
peace forever.

Without opening your door,

you can know the whole world.
Without looking out your window,

you can understand the way of the Tao.

The more knowledge you seek,
the less you will understand.

The Master understands without
leaving,

sees cleatly without looking,
accomplishes much without doing

anything.

A~ J.H. McDonald



