Translator: Gia-Fu Feng
Year: 1972

Source: terebess.hu

The Tao that can be told is not the
eternal Tao.

The name that can be named is not
the eternal name.

The nameless is the beginning of
heaven and Earth.

The named is the mother of the ten
thousand things.

Ever desireless, one can see the
mystery.

Ever desiring, one sees the
manifestations.

These two spring from the same
source but differ in name; this
appears as darkness.

Darkness within darkness.

The gate to all mystery.

Translator: Stephen Mitchell
Year: 1988

Source: terebess.hu

The tao that can be told

is not the eternal Tao

The name that can be named
is not the eternal Name.

The unnamable is the eternally real.

Naming is the origin
of all particular things.

Free from desire, you realize the
mystery.

Caught in desire, you see only the
manifestations.

Yet mystery and manifestations
arise from the same source.
This source is called darkness.

Darkness within darkness.
The gateway to all understanding.

Stephen Addiss &
Stanley Lombardo

Year: 1993

Translator:

Source: terebess.hu

Tao called Tao is not Tao. Names can
name no lasting name.

Nameless: the origin of heaven and
earth. Naming: the mother of ten
thousand things.

Empty of desire, perceive mystery.
Filled with desire, perceive
manifestations.

These have the same source, but
different names.

Call them both deep - Deep and
again deep: the gateway to all
mystery.

Translator: Derek Lin
Year: 1994

Source: terebess.hu

The Tao that can be spoken is not the
eternal Tao

The name that can be named is not
the eternal name

The nameless is the origin of Heaven
and Earth

The named is the mother of myriad
things

Thus, constantly free of desire

One observes its wonders
Constantly filled with desire

One observes its manifestations
These two emerge together but
differ in name

The unity is said to be the mystery
Mystery of mysteries, the door to all
wonders

Translator: J.H. McDonald
Year: 1996

Source: terebess.hu

The tao that can be described
is not the eternal Tao.

The name that can be spoken
is not the eternal Name.

The nameless is the boundary of
Heaven and Earth.

The named is the mother of
creation.

Freed from desire, you can see the
hidden mystery.

By having desire, you can only see
what is visibly real.

Yet mystery and reality
emerge from the same source.
This source is called darkness.

Darkness born from darkness.
The beginning of all understanding.



